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School Closure

School will be closed on Wednesday 11th December, to facilitate whole school training for the continuing implementation of the new Primary Language Curriculum.
Team Hope Shoe Box Appeal :    A  huge thank you to all families who supported the Shoebox Appeal this year. A total of 63 boxes were collected from this school and will be distributed to children less well-off this Christmas. Thank you to Mrs. Christie and the Reach Class for organising the collection.
Christmas cards:    This is an annual fund raising activity for the school, organised by the Parents Association. Your child has designed a Christmas card and they will be on sale shortly. All support greatly appreciated.
Folens Christmas Annuals:    If you wish to buy a Christmas annual please return the order form and money by this Friday 15th November.
Science Week 10th-17th November:   As part of Science Week we were delighted to welcome some past pupils from St. Joseph’s, Rochfortbridge to our school today along with their Science teacher Mr. Darragh Glynn to demonstrate some experiments to 5th and 6th class. 
Book Fair

A Book Fair will be held in the school next week, in conjunction with Scholastic Book Fairs. The books will be on display in the school from Tuesday 19th November for a week. Parents are invited to browse /buy books on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday morning from 9.00-10.30am. The school receives 60% of the total amount of money raised during the Book Fair so we would be most grateful for your support. Children will be given an opportunity to browse through the books during the week.
Christmas Concert:  This year the pupils from Junior and Senior Infants, First, Second and the Reach Class will be performing their Christmas play “Tinsel and Teatowels” in the Community Centre on Wednesday 18th December at 1.00pm. Our annual Christmas raffle will be held afterwards. Raffle cards will be distributed in due course.
Aladdin 
Rehearsals are in full swing for our show Aladdin which will take place on Wednesday 15th January in the Mullingar Arts Centre (at a time to be confirmed). Tickets will be on sale from 1st December at the school office. The cost will be €10 per adult and €5 per child. 
Station Teaching:  Station Teaching in Numeracy is being implemented in 3rd/4th at the moment.
       “Station Teaching is where each teacher works with a small group of children who rotate among various stations to complete the different tasks related to the same instructional objective. Station Teaching is an efficient use of time that allows all students to experience small group tuition.”
Team Teaching:   Team Teaching in Numeracy is ongoing in 5th/6th at the moment.
Cumann na mBunscol:  The boys have a match this Friday at home against Coralstown at 12pm and an away game against Dalystown on Tuesday 19th at 1pm. We wish them good luck!

Girls matches will take place the following week. To be confirmed.
Agreed Report : The Agreed Report from the recent Board of Management Meeting is attached.
Swimming
Swimming lessons for 3rd-6th class commences Monday 6th January for 7 weeks. The cost per child is €25, the Parents Association have once again kindly agreed to subsidise the cost of the buses. Please send swimming money to the office with your child’s name clearly labelled on it, before swimming commences.

Safety at the gate
Parents are reminded about the safety of parking and reversing at the school. Please be mindful at all times of the safety of all our pupils.
Congratulations!
Finally we extend our congratulations to Ms. Maleady on the recent birth of her baby daughter. 
Yours sincerely

__________________________
Pauline O’Hara

Principal

